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1. Our aim is to create and defend
a free and equal society.

2. We are a revolutionary labour
movement that uses as its only
means of struggle, direct action in
all its forms —occupations, strikes,
boycotts, sabotage, the general
strike, etc. We are indepedent
from all reformist and hierarchic
unions and political parties, and
we are creating an alternative to
these and to existing society. We
do not seek to gain political
power, but rather to see it distrib-
uted equally amongst all.

3. We are a federation of auto-
nomous anarcho-syndicalist
groups practising co-operation
and mutual aid. We have no lead-
ers. All members have an equal
part in the making of decisions.
Responsibilities within the group
are carried out by recallable dele-
gates on @ voluntary basis. Deci-
sions of the federation are subject
to agreement by the member
groups.

4.We are engaged in struggle,

where we work and where welhe sent to SPARKS,
live, to develop self-managed }
production, distribution and sevic- |

WHERE WE STAND

Welcome to SPARKS No.18.With this issue
SPARKS enters it's fourth year.
Regular readers may have noticed the
change to the banner on the front.SPARK
is no longer ' the paper of the Public
Transport Workers Association I ln
December the PTWA disbanded as members
felt there was no longer a needstore
main a seperate group within the wider
organisation to which the PTWA was part

oLi: the Anarcho-Syndicalist Federation.

Members of the PTWA have joined their

ASESllocalsii= Melb.Nth or Melb.Sth - and

will continue to produce SPARKS on a
regular basis.

Not all workers involved in putting
SPARKS out are members of the ASF.Most
are of course,but provided you want to
work with others in a group activly
practising solidarity and mutual aind’;
then your contributions are welcome.
Poems,graphics,articles,hate—mail can
P.0.BOX 1066
Nth.Richmond,3121.

ing for the world community, to g

meet human needs rather than
profit. We give solidarity to oth-
ers involved in these struggles.

5. We are fighting fo abolish all
authoritarian institutions such as
the State (including its communist
variety), capitalism, patriarchy
and all hierarchical and oppres-
sive divisions between people.
6. We have no country and are
organised on an internation'basis
in opposition to oppression
everywhere.

#%% SPARKS No.17 had an article in it
entitled 'Dead Cops are No Tragedy'.

We received two highly critical letters
over the article and unfortunately have
& John,our apologies

lost both.To Zelda
If you care to re—write,ve
them next issue.

B print

#%% SQubscriptions: five issues for
$10. Contact above addresS..ceee

 SPEND-a-THON

A ‘There appears to be a cor iti
competition goin
STREET STATION between V/Line and Metrail ivergwggcgteigfﬁgER

can wast;/i?neyéin the quickest and silliest way
‘ ine amp . Commandant Lawrence Norton 1s a slig
igiglivggAgig gzgzzii rivals—but only just.Rngziz Zaillght
L S awrence as one of i
;oggpéggcz to rename SPENCER ST.V'V/LinZhﬁEiégggﬁgf 3Esih§n
When,KennaisCZistgd on new.signage that had to be j&nked
Ty o Ag; the prOJect after an embarrassing phone
i vy trgnsPort repqrter.Lawrence learn't the
obvernment en wa§t1ng public money you must get
Ehe experiéigproval first.He was ordered on leave and
e becomingeawas s;ch a lesson for him that he now looks
o regular fixture of SPARKS.He lived anoth
y blowing the whistle on his co-conspirat *Harp
now FORMER ‘manager of Passenger Servicecs)r

g ]

Len Harper

is the in i i
| stallation of airport style destination boards.These

b

so close to the ground
o o o bitg. that any drunk or angry yobbo can




i i 000
The MET side of the station is now having $§Zgéite
d edeon 2 MET Station Masters offlce.Thls ;st o
Squzﬁvzroffice already existing at the stgtlon—g ihe R
iﬂ yer is on the V/Line side of the station an
owe : 2 |
j i that intolerable! _ . s
bovs Jusi\ﬁigi_correspondence room with%n Ehli niw %ﬁcgisﬂ
an
i it's since been declared 're un .
w?i'b21§28bgzelon it's side of the station! Soundi i;ke
z iche must have had a hand in drawing up the pla ;t
- Unfortunately for the workers at Spencer Stiing =
they're not getting much help from the ARU.At a mee

i i .ARU
December staff condemned the squaqderlgg 801ﬂ8101tir =
organiser John Boles told them he d wr;iten a ed o T
. o i ncerns.This turne .
the minisbel OUtllnlgglihiii Zzaff into thinking something
- d lie to bulls ! - ; .
: bald_face Rumour has it that this arch careerls? is
was being done.hkumo Joe Sibberas for his
becoming an embarrassment even to. e
laziness and general cOnior Eae S close to a million
gpencer Street Station bas.had . fits anyone other
1 S eifully wasted on ig-if 3t beierather than design. |
d pb eacrats it'11 be by acciden N anaoTt o KETEE
than the turtes once again the real needs ©O
Tt demonstra

d

t+ run a Thomas |
of self-serving bureacrats.They couldn' T
army

the Tank Engine train set. the QUICK ORANGE e

=

We received this letter from Lawrence Norton after the article
in SPARKS No.17 concerning the conspiracy to change the name

of Spencer Street Station to 'V/Line Melbourne'.Oh well Law

-rence,we'll let the cartoon below speak for us........

VLINE

State Transport Authority
Date: 28th November, 1988
File NO: L GGN:SH 14999 -SG-32

Inter Office Memorandum
- To: MR. ADAM MUYT From: Manager, Melbourne

P.T.W.A. Passenger Terminal

C/- ELECTRIC RUNNING DEPOT

JOLIMONT
Subject:

P.T.W.A. PAGES 26 & 27
OCT. ISSUE

Your connections encyclical on the alleged facts relating to the signage
at Spencer St. was refreshing to say the least. I enjoyed it enormously.

I would however, in the interests of "FAIRPLAY" seek your indulgence
to put the record straight.

The proposal to rename Spencer St. V/LINE MELBOURNE was put up some 2%
years ago at which time I was a faithful servant of the "MET" and noticed
in passing, as you can check, that a new, now old, sign was placed on

the exterior of NO. 1 SIGNAL BOX showing just that i.e. V/LINE MELBOURNE
NO. 1 SIGNAL BOX.

The old platform end wall signs, should you wish I can show them to you,
were damaged, rusted, very tatty and well overdue for replacement.

I would however suggest the QUICK ORANGE FOX slow down enough to spell

correctly or proof read his or her "copy"™ (SEPERATE pr. 26 is spelt
SEPARATE). '

Kind regards,

N\

L m NORTON

P.S. Maybe two middle initials is pretentious.
parents.

Luckily I can blame my

WHAT'S
WRONG P




- GUARDS
PICKET

Guards have a narrow career path within their

grade. There has been a long standing agreement
that any instructor guards positions were filled

by the "most senior, suitable applicants with a

minimum of five years current, continuos service

as a guard.” Late last year management threw this

criteria out the window when it appointed new instruc

guards purely on the basis of 'suitability',

thereby
opening the way for promotion by suck-tion.

Guards responded on Friday afternoon, March

3rd by blackbanning a major siding in the Flinders

Street Yard. When it looked like drivers and shunters
were going to be stood-down for refusing to move

trains from the blocked siding, guards set up a

picketline across the roads into and out-of the

siding. This action ensured no train could move
from the siding.

The power of industrial muscle certainly gets
the bosses moving. After 'losing' 12 trains for
24 hours a meeting between guards and Potsy Kennan
took place. There Kennan abandoned his bureaucrats
by agreeing their appointment proceedures were
invalid. All instructor positions were to be
made under the old selection agreement.

Once again, direct action gets results!!
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_Ma bear, dad hear, hahy bear.....

Along with religion , the nucléar family must
be one of the most ins

designed to keep everyone under comtrol and
breed selfishness and short-sightedness. The
goverment and the big business must be laugh-

ing with glee at the way the average Australian

embraces the concept of the nuclear family. Theq

eby they are creating

their own chains of opp-
ression

» smiling all the while. If the idea
of the family can be broken down into a mor
lective concept and the old idea of community
resurrected , we may have g3 better chance at
bringing the bosses tumbling down from their
lofty heights.

The family is essentially ga
united in a relationship of
one or two people work hard

( usually children )
being.

unit of people
dependance where
to keep the others

» in a state of well
Given the current rate of wages this

means working flat out for most of your 1life
S0 as to get a roof over everyone's heads,

as well as food , education and everthing
else deemed to be neccessary. Money becomes
of prime importance in this sort of situation
especially when a fifty year bank loan has to
be paid off. Thus the bosses have achieved one
of their most favourable objestives
created an overwhelming dependance o

Given that millions of families acro
land are all sScramblin

, they've
n money.
Sss the

to acieve this , the word strike sends shivers
down their spines . They are all so far in
debt and losing money over a strike
cially ifit may be a protracted one , may
leave them juggling their finances for months
just to keep their heads above water. . The
whole concept becomes even less favorable

.when they may not even win the strike, and

if they do the union bosses may sell them short
Of course the logical and more advantageous
action is occupation s that way we still make

, espe-
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idious institutionsaaround

e col-
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BEAR TIME STORY

mmney , show the bosses what we think g? thilr
idea of profits and have a direc
relationship with whatever work is being |
%ﬁge%amily is also a very incestious institu=-
tion ,The family unit is sacred andvcomesh
before anything else and musF always matc

or better the neighbours. This means that
everyone in the ' communityowns their own motor
mower , buys their own food , has Fhelr own
washing machine etc. This results in a massive
expenditure on budlshit goods that could'be
bought collectivly and shared around. This '
would save everybody money and fosFer coymunl—
cation between communities, something which
fell by the wayside as progress roared forth.
This idea of collectivisation could be further

expanded. g |
HANS OFF
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NO LIE TRAIL for UPFIELD!

know that LIE TRAIL will cost them dearly:

Brunswick Town *¥ trad ; : . '
on tacen 21 500 peaple gathered v drurenlet Tt e Gratn yser vl Toun SIS I uon waeh
: . : : e ation e Cit -
d unanimously reJecier i manded 3 . - O, - y P.
Hali iﬁe Upfield 'Corridor'.Thls'meeFlngnii the '15eiple'ln wheelchairs or with bikes or pushers
pus n line be upgraded to bring if i i g 0se access to another part of the city.
20en cen decided to forfl & etain | *® Zoo traffic using the trains is large.Groups

.It was also .
zoigoiegzigzttee to co-oT zlil te ﬁorced Eo use overcrowded LIE TRAIL'S or
ac - ake to hiring buses '

t ns ort. : i A o °
the areas public tralsy ht 150 people similarly ** Travel times will escalate-LIE TRAIL'S are

ing nig : . -
At.szgggtﬁgeLi%l%%Xinghile demanding an improve | slower and stop more frequently,
reje

i S.
ment to train and tram service

: 90 residen
At Fawkner on Aprlln;33nd chile o D

dinate the fight to T

T

ts turned up to 2 ‘ *%* LIE TRAIL vehicles do not have the capacity to
tions were put move large numbers of users.Overcrowding is guaran
he gather —teed as the users of 2 services try to fit onto 1.

MET-organised meeti mood of t % .

either pro or antil LIE TRAI%;Zielosing the trains. y Tram-access to Sydney Road will disappear.The

-ing was overvhelmingly 2823 A ET admits 16% of Sydney Road tram journeys are
ts pushing local 'shopping trips'.

The MET bureaucra .
LIE TRAIL are defenitely Qn
the defensive.More on thili
manouevering a little later...

*%* Bruswick will have 13 transport stops reduced to
4 and Coburg will have 18 stops cut to 6,

LYARYS

*#% Motor vehicle traffic will increase down Sydney
Road.The t?ams regulate traffic but with them gone
Ehe road will become an extension of the Hume Hwy.

% Bgtween 100 and 200 workers would disappear-
station staff,guards,drivers,trammies,gate keepers.

k & Coburg are plastergd
with some 6,000 stickers opposing
LIE TRAIL;walls in the arii are
covered with anti-LIE TRA

- s, rs are in shobps
grafflttl,POSte some 20,000

Brunswic

TG I T UM TONE D Lk 71 s s aviienr s v s omrs &8 MEL ST TSI E T 4 BT FIT . P IS

 DON'T STAND}

il

%
d at rail stations; ; — - ? éé
gue 5 d out ~ = he “ 7
have been hande g MELS. f 7,
i?aﬁigitiig the MET lies;'000's | O’S%%ggg; i:iRNCTJH z é
h;%e put their names to an antil  ave syNDICisT 2 B Zﬁ
LIE TRAIL petition;10C§1 Paﬁe;itii‘{es FEDERATION :Z- 7z
1 ar y Tru LOCAL 3’ Anarcho-Syndicalist Federation (ASF IWAL 'O Box [, o Brunswick, 0H7 é

been forced to regu lans. 77 2o D LR 5 T i Rt " §
and letters opposSing the MET pla e HAS PRINTED ;é%%zZ%2%%Z%ﬁ%ﬁ%Z%ﬁ%%%@%%%%%&%ﬁﬁéﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%%

i i lain they ’000s of % :
e also making 1t P S . 0 . e 9
Transport workers are & ice.In September anti-ueht 2 | ight Rail: ; % e been 0 7
t in servicCe. . 1" ; . ’ &5 A
not accept anothiia;;ies voted overwhelmlnglyl ?gio RNLSTmKHﬁ; g Je gg%yﬁg ’ 5&? g
Brur}SWICk Deﬁgselves in any project that taieir;in \ availablefromg'AND ITING ' ;
to involve °-1workers"'A“d on the 22nd Mafc ,forthe‘ P.0.BOX 1066 o~ ""é’ﬁfw 7
avay from rallweriters  olrpaIL while calling £oTthel " wopry 7 - -4 o
guards con 2 the Upfield line SO the service ices"| RICHMOND & b / églféﬁz ;i
upgrading © 1 to other suburban train serv = 312 : p ;é -
be at least equa " ke the strongest pOSS ; g ‘s N e 00 7
d to underta head ey, Knarcho-Syndicalist Federation (ASF-IWA). P.6. Box199. E4& Brunswick. 3057 ‘
They threatene mpaign" if LIE TRAIL goes a ] A R R R T W Y I D I NP R RS
ca :
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So what are the MET desperados on $60,000 a year
doing to overcome the opposition to their LIE
TRAIL wet dream fantasies??? They've certainly
learn't a lesson from the last fight(Port Melb/
St.Kilda).This time they 'reviewed' transport
options BEFORE work started.Problem was that

A/ the 'review' was so heavily slanted
towards LIE TRAIL that people saw through it.

30 pages were given over to LIE TRAIL while the
upgraded train line 'option' got just a couple.

B/ The MET's consultation procedure
consisted of 'consulting' only groups-no individuals
- who it CHOSE to consult with.,Ed Dodson,chief
kid with the light rail set stated " you don't get
genuine public views at public meetings".This
arogance totally discredited the MET in the eyes
of locals.

The bureaucrats were trully stunned by the range of
opposition.They figured a bit of P.R. was required.
They showed their " responsiveness to community
concerns by extending the 'review' period to April30. |
(it originally ended March 1lst).

two of the ways 1
locals are spreading

the anti-lie trail message:

Graffitti & Badges

- That attitude doesn't get

With April 30 almost on us,the
MET has changed tact.They're
hoping to buy time and hence

. See opposition disintegrate
into apathy.A NEW IMPROVED
EVIEW has just been announced
yes it washes lies whiter

han white!! An independant
eam is to carry it out.Just
how 'independant' this body
really isn't is highlighted

by the fact it's working
‘guidelines specify it is not
to have anything to do with
anti-LTE TRAIL groups.

We have no idea how much of our money is going
into this 'review'.WE DO KNOW THAT A LIASON

PERSON BETWEEN THE REVIEW TEAM AND THE MET IS
GETTING PAID $250 A DAY FOR THE 12 WEEK LIFE OF
THE REVIEW!!!! (just why the MET has appointed

a liason officer is beyond us.Maybe he's the

the brother of the wife of some high-up bureaucrat
in the Ministry?Perhaps he's one of those funny
handshakers,the ones who like to dress up in tails
and aprons and who carry little briefcases with
them when they visit the local lodge.Life certainly
can be strange).

There are many workers who when

you talk to them about winning this
campaign,respond despondently
with " Oh yer.What about

the last Light Rail fight?
You can't stop the government!

us far-sure,the MET may
win out;it's also quite
likely that if enough
Pressure is applied,the
government'll pull back
the boys in the MET.

SO AR eyt




The circumstances shaping this campaign are vastly different
to the Port/St.Kilda battle.The reason those trainlines were
closed down was the redevelopment push by the ALP government
of two areas: Port Melbourne's STATION PIER-BAYSIDE PROJECT
and the SOUTHBANK development on the southern bank of the Yarra,
The trainlines tied up prime real estate and because trains
require their own 'right of way',they blocked new road plans.
( LRV's and trams can of course share roads with cars,trucks
and buses).

The MET was given the task of flogging Lie Trail to users and
residents.It's arguments centred on

A/ the 'overserviced' nature of bayside public tramnsport.

B/ the 'unprofitability' of the train services.

C/ the 'delights' of the Lie Trail.

Those 'arguments' sound remarkably similar to the ones being
put forward for the Upfield Corridor.The difference is,this
time the push for Lie Trail is coming almost exclusively from
the MET bureaucrats.They really believe they've invented a
new mode of mass transport and want to see their baby grow.

They also wrongly believe transport resources across the city ‘

need redistributing from 'over serviced' older areas to under
serviced newer areas.While the bureaucrats are desperately
trying to win over the government (Kennan came out in favour
of Lie Trail last October),if enough noise is made against the
MET's plans,the government has nothing to lose this time by
abandoning Lie Trail.

PROTEST
AGAINST
LIGHT RAIL,

Nov.'87

14

This anti-LIE TRAIL campaign is
better organised with greater
unity present than the last time.
The divisions that marred that
fight aren't present while the
suburbs affected are pretty
different-working class,
militant communities.The
SAVE THE UPFIELD LINE
CAMPAIGN (SULC) has a large
body of committed activists
involved in it,drawing
support from user groups,
resident action groups,
different political bodies,
rank and file transport workers.
And since their ALP pals aren't pursuing the 'redevelopment'
dollar this time round,even the various union bosses are
opposing Lie Trail.They're able to provide information and

some resources but there simply cannot be a reliance on them

to 'fight' if it comes to the crunch.Experience shows they're
adept at compromise and/or sellouts.It's better for us ordin-
ary workers to get involved in the campaign to see for our-—
selves what we're capable of doing.

While it's months,even years before any work would start on
ripping the train line up,it is essential workers show NOW
they'll not accept Lie Trail being used once again to cut

back transport services.Already Brunswick trammies and rail
guards have stated their intentions.It really does give strength
to those fighting to hear another group say "NO LIE TRAIL".

SUE/MICK/ADAM

15
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Playing For The Tra{{ic (Alistair Hulett)

You couu have seen him any day up the back of Martin Place

Ina battered Sunday suit that's seen far
harp with the 'zind o/ wit am! grace
le to the facc ofa broken c’ocl:

horus the old bugger Jidn't know |

AnJ there was not a verse o7 cl
From Mother Ke"y's Doorstep to The Ban’zs Of The Ohia

didn't want 1o L’ooc]y know

better days

Blowing o" a mauth

That would bring a'smi

The typists and the tellers
Dea'ing with their dose offuhmz s‘nac&

He was p’aying [or the tmffl'c and the nine to fivers

yau'm Lound for Botany Bay

Toom’ao
i5 wor” than all the penny pinc’aing bas

Am:’ he gave moT® to th
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When yov wariz the streets they treat you like a whore O¢

And no one oug;:t to ever fee, that way (So‘
u:ith a new crowJ 1o convince \

He was p’aying when 1 ’zft him,
1 often look out for him but he's not been back there since
Did anybon notice, does anyborfy wince

icking through the trash

At some old digger P!
In this ’anJ of milk and honey where there's more than enaugh far all

Wﬂny did he spenJ his u';w’e fife with his back a
Dit; he )(ight in two woru wars to wind up with sweet fuc’z

Working on the street for a bit af siaszl
¢ Guitar* Davey: Bass Guitar* Step}x,Voca‘ and Accorclian

gainst the wall
all

A‘isiair, Voca‘ ana Accusti

Steve, Drums

Rab, Electric Bouzou\z'\ .




an appeal to
cleaners

You ca'nt but help notice the graffitti

on trains,while working in the yards

I've noticed the cleaners cleaning it

all off,indescriminatly.I've got nothing
against cleaners but would like it if they
made a consciouss choice as to what

they scrub off.Sure Jodie loves Paul

"jron maiden " and tagging logks shithouse
and should be wiped out but political
graffitti should stay there.(If you

agree with it.)

OUr eyes and ears are assulted by

the multi-nationals and government

every day through the radio,t.v.,newspaper
and bill boards,don't forget that gross
airship which peers voyeristically into
our backyards.All these mediums have

a similar message, buy this,but that,
vote for me and I'l1l make you free.
It's always crap,is often offensive

and starts to get boring after awhile..
It's always the rich speaking through
these mediums inflicting their arrogant
view of reality upon us,telling us to
support the status quo by buying a new
car,look. cpol by smoking ciggarettes
have sex appeal by drinking Big M

and vote labor to give the working class
some power.We all know they're dribbling
shit from their wolf like mouths but a
daily diet of this crap and its possable
to go mad and start beliving it.You

can turn the t.v. off or shoot Bonds
blimp down but you really can't get

away from this mental assult and no

ones going to tell them to stop

because there's no one to tell them to.
It takes lots of money to get into these
mediums so the working class are effectivly
cemsored from expressing their opinions.

ONINV3ITO 3IAILI3T3S

This is where postering,graffitti and stickers

come into their own,they are a medium which
we can afford and can effectivly express
ourselves with.Political sentiments expressed
on trains reach aiot of people,infact it
would be one of the best ways of getting
thoughts accross because so many people

use public trasport.This is the only way the
poor can express their sentiments,of course
its illegal but people take the risks
because there's nothing worse than living

in silance,unable to get your thoughts

and feelings out.

CONTINUE NEXT PAGE.... 19




SELECTIVE CLEANING......

Cleaners by rubbing political graffitti off,
tearing down posters and stickers are
protecting the bosses and other power
hungry scum,they are serving the

bosses interests and contributing

to the censorship and oppression of

the poor,who are their fellow workers
and in turn themselves.The cleaners

are making sure we hear and see t?e
bullshit the rich feed us but won't

let us see our own expressions of

hatred and contempt for this siek

system which oppresses us.All I'm

asking is that the cleaners look at

what they are cleaning off,if i? makes
sense or seems all right leave it on

or contribute somthing of your own.

Lets express our feelings and let

‘people see them,don’'t be a dosses.

dog and contribute to our oppression,
make a decision choose your side and let
them know how you feel.

600 WORKERS WERE

KILLED ON THE JOB AND
300,000 WERE

SICK OR INJURED!

THE GOVT. JUST
RELEASED THE /98%
FIGURES FOR WORK
PLACE CASUALTIES! _

PROFITS
WERE
HEALTHY!

THAT'S INTOLERABLE/
HOW CAN YOU SMILE
ABOUT SOMETHING
LIKE THAT?

‘@A HUCK/KONOPACK! LABOR CARTOON!

SAVE TREES, BAN METLINES AND METNEWS!!

Trees Die For Management Drivel. . . .

In case you're one of the seven workers who take 'METLINES'
and 'MET NEWS' seriously, we'd like to point out two recent
half-truth articles printed in these rags:

1/ Aprils METNEWS has on its front page a glowing review

of the recent Healthy Foods Promotion which took place at

the Electric Running Depot canteen. The promotion was an
outstanding success but the 'reporter' failed to acknowledge
that the event was initiated by the workers in the area.

In September management was about to drastically curtail
hours at the Canteen as a costcutting measure. Only strong
action by guards -bans on sidings- led management to backdown.
They agreed to hold off their cuts for a month pending a
review of canteen operations. In that month a joint position
was worked out by drivers, guards, yard staff and electricians:
more workers would use the canteen if food and service was
improved. Management Ummed and Arghed but finally agreed

to experiment with this approach, and they've been astounded
by the turn around in trade ever since.

2/ METLINES last edition for '88 had a detailed article on

the history and recent upgrading of the Preston Hump. Just

one detail was missing: numerous accidents on the single

track Hump had resulted in endless promises by management

to fix it. It was not until Preston Depot trammies banned

the hump that management finally acted. The Hump was expanded
to double tracks because of worker action not because the

bureaucrats at the MET are greatly concerned for worker/user
safety. ] : P

508

(Mike with Sue)

PRESTON HUMP getting
widened--no thanks to
management.......

21




o

V.. o

Wiy MY 3R 85w, d T WSS L e T e
PR L - 1 el SR

i 3

: E

politic s of gpathy

More trials and tribulations from the TIE RENEWAL
GANG where everything gets said in monosyllabels and apathy

saturates the air like tropical rainstorms.
Having achieved the position of gang delegate,I was

soon dismissed from this position due to a conspiracy between
various bosses who didn't consider I should hold the job.The
next delehate soon resigned out of sheer. boredom.A new vote
was taken and I was voted back in unapposed.5 people voted
out of 30-no one else seemed to care what happened.A situation
I don't like as there is a distinct lack of support,even
antagonism at times.It boils down to the fact that I'm delegate
through apathy,nothing else;no one cares who does the job so
I'm the one with the job.Not a good position to be in given
that I'm mean't to try and get some solidarity and unityhere.

We have a new ganger whose an absolute beast.The
sight of his festering face and pus—-bloated carcass lurching
down the track like some sort of demented psychopath,fills
the whole gang with fear.He's a meglomaniac who uses and
abuses his power at every opportunity.He loves nothing better
than a confrontation where he can spit abuse at someone for
10 minutes,showing us his power.Arguments are often won by
threatening to take away our few privileges if we beg to
disagree— this means admitting we're scum and he's our
saviour.He adds weight to his massive ego with stories of
being in the KLu-Klux—Klan and with his friendship with some
tough types who crucify babies then suck their insides out
for a hobby!!These ty pes may come round to your house if you
give their messiah any trouble.

‘#

GANG APATHY. -

As you can imagine,work is intolerable with this fat
hunk of shit grunting away in caveman language.Rumour hasit
he's trying to become a road foreman or other such slimy
thing and so is working us to the ground to make a good
impression on his bosses.It's the usual story of a bastard
climbing to the top using the blood and sweat of workers.

I can think of nothing more obscene than Keith Mackay-
Dirty Harry (it's the sunglasses Keith) sitting at a desk
looking like some gross caricature of a bush pig,interview
—ing prospective employees!

As well as this crap,I keep hearing the union boss
hates my guts and wants me out,claiming he wants someone
" he can talk to ".He's never even tried talking to me and
does his best to ignore me whenever he sees me!! Whether
he's just full of prejudice or is acting out the wishes of
the bosses—quite possible these days given the state of
unions-I'm not sure but whatever,there's no support coming
from the union.

- I don't wish people to think all gangs are politically
impotent.Some have quite a strong political motivation like
the THERMAL WELDING GANG,as seen when they recently banned
Lester Wallan.They're more than ready to stick it up the boss
but this seems to be an exception rather than the rule.Hope-
fully one day all gangs will have their level of awareness.

All it takes is for the workers to see themselves as powerful
individuals,especially when united and not exisyging in fear.
Together we can topple anything put before us

H-OFF
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CHAIN GANG LETTER......

This story is from someone who came to

work for the railways six months agojthis is

what he encountered.
The railway work force is divided into
numerous gangs,my gang consists of twenty
people, some workers, some bludgers.
The one common thing is bullshit,80 % of
what you hear is bullshit. What prompted
me to write this letter is the totally
undemocratic and dictorial way a union
delegate election was held the
other week 7.12.88. : :
A member of our gang was elected union
delegate unanimously but because he 1
was aggressive in the defence of one of
our members against a road foreman(Terry
Lions) he was sacked and replaced as
our union delegate by our special ganger.
No one was nominated and only a partial
vote was taken for the union delegate
unfortunatly no one toldthe new union
delegate he was the union delegate
until the next day.

Interstingly the new union delegate
is the person who the old union delegate
stuck up for so aggressivly;in my opinion
the election of the new union delegate
was illegal,degrading,dispeputable and
stank of conspiracy between special
ganger,road foreman and smatt arsed
pen pushers who have pretensins to
eminence. I)l.

FLINDERS
STREET | i@

THE PRESSING
NEED TO
ORGANISE.

In the November 88 issue of SPARKS we reported on the
threatened de-staffing of Flinders Street Station platforms.
Management want to install a central control room to run
all platforms.

The MET went through the farce of consultation, setting
up a working party to look at the control room plans. Reps
from the guards, drivers, station staff and clerical areas
poured scorn on the concept. They pushed for the retention
of platform staff and the modernisation of all platform cabins.
After three months of arguing for the control and getting
nowhere within the working party framework, management got
the shits and wound the circus up. (Seems working parties
are only valid in managements eyes when they are getting
their way). - The bureaucrats now intend to 'resolve' the
matter through negotiations with the various union executives.

Its essential for workers affected by the de-staffing
of platforms to begin organising a programme of resistance.
The Control Room is tied into the $200 million re-development
plans for Flinders Street Station. Cain and Kennan have a
great deal of prestige riding on this redevelopment and will
be expecting the project to go off smoothly. Because of
the political connections between the union bosses and the
ALP it would come as no suprise to have union bosses selling

out on the Control Room. (Remember the St. Kilda/Pt. Melbourne
light rail fight).
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What needs to occur very rapidly is a joint meetigg
between workers threatened with losing -their jobs-station
staff-and those whose conditions will be drastically altered
by deserted platforms - guards, drivers, signal staff. At
this meeting a campaign of industrial action needs to be
planned out thoughly. At Flinders Street Station little
information on the consequences of the Control Room has come
out, so the meeting must address this need. Also a public
information campaign should be looked at - posters on platforms,
leaflets, stickers, etc... - ~

e

: Agitate ,_ -
“Fhat is said by great employers of labour against agi x
unguestionably true. Agitators are a set of interfering, mediding
Mé,m/fowmea’mtowmeﬁegfd&coﬂtmla{mgftéo

this cabin
needs replacing

though not &
by a —>»

YR Ak hok
e e s

. Oscar Wilde

THERES ALWAYS
MANAGEMENT
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&?MMW*.N A8 nghts teserved

26




0 WAY!

‘Rally- 10a.m. B>wick Town Hall
Sat.13th May.
MARCH UP SYDNEY RD.

to
BELL STREET,

Rally Organised by

Save The Upfield

Line Campaign
4K PH- MARC- 3505889 ~ GERRY- 380 6561 4




